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Consultation – Developing a new Tasmanian agriculture strategy 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to developing a new Tasmanian Agriculture Strategy. PFT 

has read the Discussion Paper and other supporting documents and has the following comments. 

Private Forests Tasmania (PFT) works to facilitate and expand the sustainable growth and development of 

Tasmania’s private forests resource in a manner consistent with sound forest and land management 

practices. We do this through providing information to private forest growers, through research 

collaborations, advocacy, innovation and planning tools. Under our Corporate Plan 2025-28 one of our four 

goals is to work with policy makers and regulators to improve practical policy settings and regulatory 

efficiency for private forestry. 

The Competitiveness of Tasmanian Agriculture for 2050 White Paper, released in 2020, included two 

initiatives pertaining to private forests. These were: (i) Promoting the benefits of integrating native and 

farm forestry on private land as a means of increasing farm productivity; and (ii) Recognising the value of 

private forests by starting work on their inclusion in future editions of the Tasmanian Agri-Food Scorecard. 

The Discussion Paper on page 22 notes that these two initiatives are ‘COMPLETED’. Whilst the last five 

editions of the Scorecard have included Agroforestry (a small component of private forestry overall), the 

much larger task of integrating trees and farm forests into the Tasmanian agricultural landscape is far from 

completed. 

PFT is surprised there is no other reference in the Discussion Paper (apart from the above-mentioned brief 

references on page 22) to the role of trees or farm forests in the agricultural landscape. This is particularly 

surprising given the proven role trees and farm forests have in improving farm health and productivity, 

diversifying farm incomes especially in hard times, and mitigating the effects of climate change. It is also 

surprising, given the broader government policies, both state and national, aimed at increasing trees on 

farms. These include the National Forest Industries Plan, the National Farm Forestry Strategy, the National 

Agriculture and Land Sector Plan and, in Tasmania, both the Agriculture and LULUCF Emissions Reduction 

and Resilience Plans and the ongoing role of Private Forests Tasmania and the Private Forests Act 1994. PFT 

recommends the new agriculture strategy includes measures that promote and encourage the integration 

of trees and farm forests into Tasmania’s family farms and agricultural enterprises. 

The remainder of this submission will focus on providing responses to selected questions from the 

Discussion Paper. 
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What natural resource management issues or opportunities will most influence Tasmanian agriculture over 

the next 5 years? 

In the face of a changing climate, building resilience into Tasmanian farms and the broader agriculture 

sector will be a key challenge going forward. Research and first hand experience increasingly demonstrates 

that farms with higher natural capital (e.g., actively managed forests, healthy soils and water) are more 

productive and financially resilient to climate shocks like drought. Farm forestry contributes by providing 

services such as reduced soil erosion, improved water retention, microclimate regulation (shade and 

shelter), and habitat for biodiversity, which in turn lower input costs (e.g., energy, fodder) and improves 

yields. Farm forests also provide a more diversified income stream to the farmer through the sale of timber 

products and the opportunity to participate in the existing carbon market and the emerging natural capital 

markets.  

What does climate-ready agriculture look like to you? 

Significant market pressures are rapidly emerging across primary production markets relating to carbon 

neutral farming. It is not unreasonable to expect that Australian food processors and retailers in the near 

future will require primary producers to demonstrate their carbon neutrality, or at least their carbon 

sequestration credentials. The new Tasmanian Agriculture Strategy can provide a framework, resources and 

incentives that assists landowners to meet this need and specifically to understand how best to actively 

manage existing native forests and planted farm forests to sequester the most carbon, while also 

generating suitable wood and fibre to market.  

This will enable farmers to be market ready for the inevitable pressures from food and other markets, help 

landowners understand the market opportunities from their native and planted forests, and will provide a 

very real pull factor to actively manage the mostly unmanaged private native forests on farms, for timber 

and carbon benefits. This will provide market advantage to participating growers in the agricultural sector.  

What are some other examples of how the sector is reducing emissions and adapting to climate change? 

The establishment of carbon forestry projects is an example of how the sector is reducing emissions and 

adapting to climate change. From 2020 to 2024, over 24,800 hectares of Tasmanian private freehold land 

was registered for carbon projects under the Australian Government’s Australian Carbon Credit Unit (ACCU) 

Scheme, with activity accelerating from 2022 onward. Significantly, 93% of the areas were under the 

Plantation Forestry Methodology and only 7% were for environmental plantings. Notably, 67% of the total 

area registered for carbon projects over the five years was on independently managed private land, 

highlighting strong engagement from ordinary farmers. Apart from the far north west corner of Tasmania, 

the distribution of carbon projects was relatively evenly spread across Tasmania’s rural landscape. Looking 

ahead, carbon forestry is expected to play an increasingly strategic role in shaping Tasmania’s private forest 

profile and PFT will continue to provide tailored tools and guidance for landowners seeking to participate in 

Tasmania’s growing carbon forestry economy. 

What other opportunities are there for the agricultural sector to make Tasmania a place where nothing is 

wasted? 

The Australian Government is currently developing a National Bioenergy Feedstock Strategy, which is 

intended to guide a coordinated approach to developing a bioenergy feedstock industry. The pressing need 

to reduce carbon emissions is providing the impetus to make the switch from fossil fuels to biofuels, 
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particularly low carbon liquid fuels (LCLF) that can be used as drop in fuels in the hard-to-abate sectors of 

the economy. The Feedstock Strategy aims to maximise opportunities for agriculture and forestry, while 

ensuring bioenergy feedstock production continues to complement food and fibre production. To do this 

the Feedstock Strategy is being developed alongside the National Food Security Strategy, to ensure both 

initiatives work together. 

Forestry residues, produced from plantation and native forest thinning and harvesting operations, that are 

otherwise burnt or left to decay on the forest floor, and offcuts and residues from timber processing 

facilities, have for many years been identified by the forestry sector as a mostly wasted resource. Similarly, 

agricultural residues are also a mostly wasted resource, and the utilisation of these resources is long 

overdue. Tasmania should embrace any opportunities or initiatives from the Australian Government or the 

private sector to make Tasmania a place where nothing is wasted. 

What are the barriers to productivity and growth for your industry or business? 

Farm forestry is sometimes perceived to be a specialist activity amongst traditional farmers and their ability 

to access the necessary skills, knowledge and experience will be important in influencing their adoption of 

farm forestry as a land management option. Understanding of markets and pricing, operational and supply 

chain costs, as well as confidence about future pricing at a much later point can act as barriers to the adoption 

of farm forestry. 

Historically the poor establishment and management of some managed investment scheme (MIS) 

plantations have led to poor outcomes and mistrust in many rural areas for commercial tree planting. 

Consequently, the ex-MIS short rotation plantations can be seen as a liability, and some are not being 

replanted after reaching harvestable age. 

This is coupled with the fact that that other farming enterprises (livestock, dairy, cropping) are currently 

significantly more profitable, in the short term, than tree farming providing a regular annual income. The 

opportunity cost of planting trees is often perceived to be too high. 

What further opportunities are there for red tape reduction, streamlining or harmonisation for your industry 

or agriculture more broadly? 

Tasmania’s State Policy on the Protection of Agricultural Land (PAL) Policy 2009 requires that plantation 

forestry must not be established on prime agricultural land (see Clause 3.10). The policy is implemented by 

local government authorities through their respective Local Provisions Schedule’s. Given that one of the key 

emission reduction measures in Tasmania's Climate Change Action Plan 2023-25 is to increase areas under 

plantation, and the PAL Policy is now 16 years old, a review of PAL Policy and particularly the above-

mentioned Clause would help reduce red tape and streamline the establishment of plantations. 

What issues and opportunities will influence the adoption of digital technologies in Tasmanian agriculture 

over the next 5 years? 

Mobile coverage is fundamental to health and safety particularly when working in forests and on farms. 

These sometimes hazardous occupations, coupled with their relatively remote locations, mean that being 

able to contact emergency services without delay in the event of a workplace accident is very important 

and this requires extensive and reliable mobile coverage. 






