Factsheet

Forest
certification

An important part of sustainable

forest management.

Forest certification is a process that ensures forests, and the wood products derived

from them are managed sustainably.

It includes Forest Management Certification (assessing forest management practices) and Chain of Custody Certification
(tracking certified wood products from forest to market). Certification is conducted by independent third-party bodies against
internationally recognized standards, such as those from the Program for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) and
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). Certification applies to both native forests and plantations, with audits ensuring
compliance with environmental, social, and economic sustainability benchmarks. This provides assurance to consumers and

stakeholders that the forest or product meets rigorous sustainability criteria.

What is certification?

Forest certification includes Forest Management
Certification and Chain of Custody Certification.

Certification is a process whereby the quality and
sustainability of forest management, or of a product supply
chain from forest to market, is assessed and certified by an
accredited, independent third party, against the criteria and
requirements of a credible and recognised forest
management standard.

To have a forest certified as being sustainably managed, an
audit is undertaken by an independent third-party
certification body. The audit assesses the forest
management practices of a forest manager or owner
against the standard for certification. Both native forests
and plantations can be certified.

Why do we need certification?

International forestcertification networks provide recognition
standardsthat encompass industry best practice and
measure performance against principals that ensure
operations are environmentally appropriate, socially
beneficial, and economically viable.

The awareness of the importance of forests non-production
values, such as biodiversity and carbon, is increasing and
ensuring that forests are certified as sustainable will be
viewed more favorably by all stakeholders.
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CERTIFICATION BODIES

PEFC

The two major global forest certification bodies in Australia
are the Program for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification (PEFC) schemes and the Forest Stewardship
Council (FSQ).

Both the PEFC and FSC are internationally recognised forest
certification networks that provide recognition of regional
and national standards that encompass best practice for
sustainable forest management.

CHAIN OF CUSTODY FOCUS

Wood and wood-based products sourced from certified
forests can also be tracked (via labelling) through the supply
chain using chain-of-custody certification provided by both
forest certification schemes.

This provides consumers with an assurance that the wood
product they are purchasing comes from a sustainably
managed and certified forest. Large processors have defined
forest areas and processing contracts which makes it easier
to manage certification chain of custody requirements by
controlling their resource base for their market.












